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LEGO Brick City opens at Verdant Works  

Dundee’s Verdant Works is next in line to host the innovative Brick City exhibition, which 

opens at the award-winning tourist attraction tomorrow (September 8) for a two-month 

run. 

Created by artist and LEGO© master Warren Elsmore, the exhibition has been built entirely 

using LEGO© bricks and features some of the world’s most iconic landmarks including the 

Colosseum, the Arc de Triomphe and St Pancras Station. 

The exhibition has a distinctly Dundee spin, with models of the city’s two football parks and 

Verdant Works itself in miniature. 

Verdant Works, a jute mill turned social history and textile museum, has been rated a 5-star 

visitor attraction by VisitScotland, and Brick City is the latest in a series of exciting projects 

hosted by the venue, including BBC4’s The Listening Project and The Great Tapestry of 

Scotland. As a listed historical building and Civic Trust award winner for its architecture, the 

stunning High Mill at Verdant Works is the perfect place to host a project celebrating 

architecture and design. 

The opening of Brick City happens at a time when all eyes are on Dundee and its emergence 

as a top tourist destination. The new V&A museum of design in Dundee opens next week, 

and a LEGO© model of the V&A will be on show at Discovery Point, Verdant Works’ sister 

attraction.  

Sponsored by Stewart Milne Homes with match funding from Arts & Business Scotland via 

its Culture & Business Fund Scotland, the exhibition includes an exciting events programme 

with LEGO© themed workshops and events for all ages. 

Gill Poulter, Heritage Director for Dundee Heritage Trust, said:  

“We are delighted to be hosting the Brick City in the High Mill at Verdant Works.  This 

exhibition suits Dundee perfectly as the city is a UNESCO City of Design, and also fits with 

Verdant Works, which has won numerous awards for its own building. I know this will draw 

in the crowds during an exciting few months for Dundee.” 

John Low, managing director at Stewart Milne Homes, said:  

“We’re excited to sponsor Brick City. LEGO© is a fantastic way to capture the imagination of 

people at all ages, demonstrating what can easily be achieved with just bricks and creativity 

and it will be a fantastic event for the city.” 

Carl Watt, Head of Programmes at Arts & Business Scotland, said: 

“During this special year for cultural endeavour in Dundee, the partnership between Dundee 

Heritage Trust and Stewart Milne is one that the Culture & Business Fund Scotland is particularly 

pleased to have been able to support, celebrating as it does Dundee’s historic interest in and 

commitment to pioneering construction and architectural design. An exhibition that uses LEGO© as 



the medium is a great way to get visitors of all ages interested in this fascinating aspect of Dundee’s 

heritage – and to give them the opportunity to get up close to examples of ground-breaking 

architecture from across the world.” 

The exhibition will be held in the High Mill at Verdant Works from September 8 to 

November 11. Entry to Brick City is included with admission to the museum. 

For more information visit https://www.verdantworks.com/brick-city-exhibition-verdant-

works/  

-ENDS- 

For media enquiries contact Gillian Drummond on 01738 700138 or 07490 259009 or 

g.drummond@volpa.co.uk   

Notes to editors 

1. LEGO Facts 

1. Around 52,000 LEGO® bricks are made every minute. 
 

2. LEGO® released its biggest set in September 2017. The Star Wars Millenium Falcon model has 
a whopping 7,500 pieces. 

 

3. Laid end to end, all the LEGO® bricks sold in one year could reach round the world 24 times. 
 

4. Using just six eight-stud LEGO® bricks there are more than 915 million possible combinations. 
 

5. The name LEGO® comes from the first two letters of the Danish words leg godt meaning ‘play 
well’. 

 

6. The LEGO® Group was founded in 1932 by Ole Kirk Christiansen in Billund, Denmark. 
 

7. LEGO® was named the world’s most powerful brand in 2017, beating companies including 
Disney and Google. 

 

8. As of 2017, over 636 billion LEGO® parts had been produced.  
 

9. LEGO® created the first Automatic Binding Bricks in four colours in 1949. In 1958, the brick as 
we know them today with the familiar tubes inside was produced.  
 

10. LEGO® is a ‘universal system’ so that each piece is compatible with all other pieces, regardless 
of the year or set it belongs to. 

 

11. LEGO® was named ‘Toy of the Century’ by the British Association of Toy Retailers in 2000, 
beating Barbie, Action Man and the Teddy Bear.  
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12. LEGO® products are sold in more than 140 countries. 
 

13. Jitter, a LEGO® robot, was built to collect rubbish using light sensors. It went to the 
International Space Station in 2001 to help tidy up. 

 

14. The LEGO® minifigure we know today was introduced in 1978. Before this, minifigures had no 
facial features, gender, arms, or moveable legs. 
 

15.  Each LEGO® minifigure is exactly four bricks high - without a hat. 
 

16. Since 1978 more than 4 billion minifigures have been made. This makes them the 
world’s largest population group (if they were alive!) 

 

17. The plural of LEGO® is LEGO. It doesn’t matter if you have one or one hundred pieces, it’s still 
LEGO.  

 

18. There are actually enough LEGO® bricks to stack from the Earth to the moon – ten times! 
 

19. LEGO® is the world’s largest producer of rubber wheels, selling 400 million tyres per year. 
Producing more than Bridgestone, Goodyear– just a bit smaller!  
 

20. As well as toys, LEGO® has created theme parks, superstores, TV shows and three Hollywood 
movies. 

 

21. All the LEGO® pieces in the 2014 film The Lego Movie were created digitally – a total of 
3,863,484 pieces.  
 

22. A single LEGO® brick can support 375,000 other LEGO® bricks before buckling.  
 

23. A person could build a LEGO® tower 2.17 miles high before the bottom LEGO® brick would 
begin to break. 
 

24. Globally, children spend 5 billion hours a year playing with LEGO®. 
 

25. The LEGO® moulding process is so accurate that just 18 pieces in every million do not pass 
the company’s high quality standard. 
 

26. There are more than 3,500 different types of pieces and over 60 different colours of LEGO®. 
 

27. Did you know that this model of St. Pancras station has 180,000 pieces! 
 

28. On average there are 86 LEGO® bricks for every person on earth. 
 

29. There are LEGO® plants in Denmark, Hungary, Mexico, Czech Republic and most recently, 
China. 
 



30. The motto of LEGO® is Det Bedste Er Ikke for Godt, which means, “Only the best is good 
enough.” 
 

2. Dundee Heritage Trust 

Formed in 1985 to preserve and interpret Dundee's Heritage, Dundee Heritage Trust is an 
independent registered charity dedicated to the guardianship, preservation and portrayal of 
Dundee's Heritage in ways that educate, inspire and enlighten current and future generations. 

As well as the internationally significant Royal Research Ship Discovery, Dundee Heritage Trust has 
responsibility for Discovery Point Antarctic Museum plus Verdant Works, one of the nation's most 
important textile museums.  Both sites are accredited museums with collections of national 
significance, 5 star rated attractions with VisitScotland and have won numerous awards. 

3. Recent developments 

The Trust has recently completed a series of further enhancements at Discovery Point which 
included upgrades to the visitor experience and its conferencing and events facilities.  This was part 
funded by the Coastal Communities Fund and Dundee City Council and cost approximately £500,000. 

4.  International Architecture Award 

Verdant Works recently won an international award for architecture after a stunning transformation 
that took it from a dilapidated building to a leading museum, visitor attraction and venue.  The Open 
Gallery at High Mill, part of the restored Verdant Works, was recognised in the conservation 
category of the 2018 Civic Trust Awards for its outstanding architecture, planning and design. 

 


