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Discovery Point visitors can celebrate their inner explorer with new 

interactive exhibits 

Visitors to Discovery Point, the site of the historic RRS Discovery ship, will be able to celebrate their 

inner explorer thanks to a host of new exhibits. 

The five-star attraction, located at Dundee’s waterfront, has updated its gallery spaces to include 

hands-on fun such as a touch-screen map of Antarctica and a dress-up area. Giant light-up ‘iceberg’ 

cubes feature in an audio-visual gallery with wraparound curved screen. One gallery is devoted to an 

explorer theme, celebrating not only Scott of the Antarctic but other explorers of land, sea, air and 

space. 

Visitors can also guess the size of whales, get up close to artefacts belonging to Discovery’s Captain 

Robert Falcon Scott, and see the sledge that belonged to Scottish polar explorer Craig Mathieson. 

The redevelopment also includes a new multi-purpose learning and activity space and a camera 

exhibit which allows a real-time 360 degree view from the crow’s nest of the ship of the surrounding 

area and waterfront development. 

The exhibits are part of a dramatic £500,000 facelift at the award-winning Discovery Point, which is 

anticipating a surge in visitors this year when its neighbour V&A Dundee opens for business in 

September. 

Generous funding from the Coastal Communities Fund and Dundee City Council has contributed 

towards the improvements at Discovery Point, which celebrates its 25th Anniversary this summer. 

Gill Poulter, Heritage & Exhibitions Director with Dundee Heritage Trust, which runs Discovery Point, 

said: 

"There’s something for everyone among our new, improved exhibits and we know our Easter visitors 

will be as excited as we are to try them out. We hope people will enjoy celebrating not only Antarctic 

explorers but all adventurers, and maybe find their own inner explorer while they’re at it.” 

For more information visit www.rrsdiscovery.com 

--ENDS-- 

For more information, contact Gillian Drummond on 01738 700138 or g.drummond@volpa.co.uk   

For more photos follow this link: 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/76yje7sq1m05eee/Discovery%20Point%20March%202018%20pics%20
for%20press.zip?dl=0 
 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS: 
 
1. Dundee Heritage Trust 
Formed in 1985 to preserve and interpret Dundee’s Heritage, Dundee Heritage Trust is an 
independent registered charity dedicated to the guardianship, preservation and portrayal of 
Dundee’s Heritage in ways that educate, inspire and enlighten current and future generations. 
As well as the internationally significant Royal Research Ship Discovery, Dundee Heritage Trust has 
responsibility for Discovery Point Antarctic Museum plus Verdant Works, one of the nation’s most 
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important textile museums.  Both sites are Accredited museums with collections of National 
Significance, 5 star rated attractions with VisitScotland and have won numerous awards. 
 
2. 2016-17 Restoration Project 
DHT has been undertaking an essential restoration project focused on Discovery’s masts and 
rigging.  Master shipbuilder/repairer Tommi Nielsen was appointed as the main contractor for this 
work, which commenced on 1 November 2016 and ended in July 2017.  During this time RRS 
Discovery had all rigging and parts of the masts removed and repaired. As an integral function of this 
project, the Trust commissioned a new augmented reality app and exhibit to explain the work to be 
carried out and its importance in the Trust’s ongoing efforts to preserve and protect one of the most 
important historic ships in the world. 
 
3. Funding the restoration work 
The restoration project will cost approximately £350,000, for which a major fundraising drive is 
currently underway.  It is hoped that funding will be secured from a number of sources, including the 
Trust’s first foray into crowdfunding in November 2016 which raised more than £40,000. 
 
4. Continued developments 
Over the next eighteen months the Trust hopes to complete a series of further enhancements to 
both Discovery Point and Verdant Works including upgrades to the visitor experience and its 
conferencing and events facilities. 
 


